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Deans’ Report 

The f ina l  te rm saw a  f lur ry o f  act iv i ty  and events .  Now the  dust  has  

se t t led ,  i t  i s  appropr iate  to  re f lec t  on  a l l  that  has  happened.   

The Class of  2025  graduated in  a  mature  and joyfu l  manner.  As ever,  they 

led  the  way by tak ing fu l l  par t  in  Sports  and Family  Day ,  soccer  leagues  
and the i r  graduat ion  ceremony. The  S ixth -Year  boys have  been in  re f lec t ive  

mode,  tak ing t ime to ta lk  to  the i r  teachers  and c lassmates  dur ing the  f ina l  
term and a l l  th is  wh i le  manag ing the i r  s tudies fo r  June  .  

In a  break from trad i t ion  Academic  Pr ize Day was he ld  on a F r iday evening  
th is  year.  Ms .  Markey de l ivered  the  Pr inc ipa l ’s  address and the  boys were  

awarded the i r  hard-earned pr izes .  Valedictor ian  Harr ison Carr  and 
Pres ident  of  the Union,  Kar l  O’Nei l ,  both then de l ivered the i r  speeches .  

A l l  three  speakers  congratu la ted Mr  Frank O’  Su l l ivan and Ms Cathy Ke l leher  
on the i r  re t i rement  .  

Sports  and Family  Day  was  another  memorable  community  event  w i th   

boys  compet ing in  the i r  houses  in w ide rang ing events  f rom track and f ie ld 
to  rowing and basketba l l .  James Power  (C lass o f  2005) was  our  guest  fo r  
the  day.  He was  awarded Past Pupi l  Sports  Start  of  the Year  for  h is  years  

dr iv ing Cuala  to  success .  James presented Sami B isht i  (6 t h  Year)  w i th  the  
current  Sports  S tar  o f  the Year  award fo r  h is  ach ievements  in  Rugby and 

Ath let ics .   

The Class of  2026 have been ever present  at  the f ina l  te rm events  and we 
look fo rward to  the i r  cont inued deve lopment  in  S ixth  Year.  The  F i f th  Year  
s tudents  have been showing the i r  re f lec t ive  nature by wr i t ing  up the i r  

Auxi l ium booklets .  Th is  process  fac i l i ta ted persona l  re f lec t ion  on the i r  
growth from an academic ,  extra -curr i cu lar  and soc ia l  perspect ive .   

Our Trans i t ion Year  s tudents  have enjoyed  an ac t ion-packed f ina l  term wi th  

groups  trave l l ing to  Sant iago ,  Aran Is lands  and the Hil l  of  Tara .  On s i te  
they have  taken part  in  Music ,  Art  and Drama week ,  Financial  L iteracy  

modu les  and a number o f  ta lks  on phys ica l  and menta l  hea l th .   The i r  end o f  
year  por t fo l io  in te rv iews gave  the boys  an opportun i ty  to  re f lect  on a l l  the 
oppor tuni t ies  they embraced.  A l l  these  fun ac t iv i t ies  l ie  tanta l i s ing ly c lose  

for  our Thi rd Years  who are  prepar ing fo r  the i r  Junior  Cycle  exams .  We 
wish  them we l l .   

The Second-Year  boys  have  been embrac ing the  “be car ing”  and “be  

grate fu l”  va lues  by tak ing par t  in  the i r  vo lunteer ing programme. Wel l  done  
to  Phi l ip  Kavanagh on w inning the second year  Auxil ium pr ize .  The  Second 
Years  t rave l led  to  Bal ly fermot fo r  the i r  Days of  Ref lect ion  giv ing  them 

t ime and space  to  re f lec t  on  the i r  exper ience in the i r  f i rs t  year  in  the 
Co l lege .  Wel l  done  to  De Valera  for  Winn ing the  2nd  Yr  Summer Soccer  

Compet it ion  League A  th is  te rm in  a  hard- fought f ina l  aga inst  the Runner  
Ups ,  Duf f.   

F ina l ly,  we would l ike  to  wish  the  boys  and the i r  fami l ies  a  happy and 

healthy summer,  and we look fo rward to  the i r  return in August .    

 



Transition Year MasterChef Competition   

The Trans i t ion Year  MasterChef  2025 compet i t ion  reached an exc i t ing  f ina le  

w i th  e ight  ta lented f ina l is ts  showcas ing the i r  cu l inary  sk i l l s  l as t  week.   

Each student  brought  c reat iv i ty,  f la i r,  and impress ive  technique to  the 

k i tchen,  mak ing the judg ing process both  cha l lenging and reward ing.   

Renowned che f  Graham Nev i l le  was  th is  year ’s  judge,  o f fe r ing  expert  
feedback and u l t imate ly  select ing Adr ian Ho as the overal l  winner .  

Adr ian  impressed w i th  h is  innovat ive  f lavours,  presentat ion,  and composure  
under  pressure .   

A heart fe l t  thank you goes  to  Ms.  Marren for  her  invaluab le  suppor t  and 
ded icat ion to  the event  and gu id ing the students  throughout the 

compet i t ion .  Th is  compet i t ion proved a  memorable  and enr i ch ing exper ience  
for  a l l  invo lved.  Congratu lat ions  to  a l l  par t ic ipants  on the i r  outs tand ing 

e f for ts !   

 

 

 



Snapshot of the Transition Year MasterChef 

Competition   

 

   

 

 

    

 
 

 

     
 
 

 

 
 

 



Elephant in the Room  

Throughout  the  year,  the Art  

Depar tment has  been work ing wi th  TY 

s tudents  to  comple te a fantast ic  
project  as  part  o f  Brent  Pope ’s  
Organ isat ion,  E lephant in  the Room. 

The  projec t  has  been adopted by 
var ious  other schoo ls ,  bus inesses ,  

communi t ies ,  and other  organizat ions 
w i th  the  goa l  o f  promot ing pos i t ive  
menta l  hea l th  and we l lbe ing.   

TY s tudents  began work in  la te  January 
by dra f t ing  ideas,  co lour  schemes, and 
d i scuss ing what  the  e lephant ’s  miss ion 

can mean for  those  in our schoo l .  The 
f ina l  des ign inc ludes  e lements  of  our 

schoo l ' s  e thos  and cu l ture  as  wel l  as  
h is to r i ca l  arch i tec ture .   

Students  then brought  these  ideas  to  l i fe ,  f rom in i t ia l  ideas  to  the  f ina l  
pa in t ing  o f  the  e lephant,  a l l  o f  whom can fee l  immense ly  proud o f  the  f ina l  

p iece ,  which  wi l l  remain  on d isp lay in  the  schoo l  for  years  to  come.  Among 
them were  s tudents  Jude  Joyce,  Adr ian  Ho,  Mark Sukhodolov,  I l l i a  Ishchenko, 

Andrew C lancy,  F in lay Joyce ,  Ben Carro l l ,  Harry  Forde ,  and Mat thew Geraghty,  
whom we wish to  thank fo r  the i r  t ime and contr ibut ions  f rom des ign idea to  

drawing des ign and f ina l  pa in t ing  o f  the  e lephant .   

 Swimming: Blackrock Home Gala    

B l ackrock  hosted the  f ina l  sw imming ga la  o f  the  

season, f in ish ing up w i th  a  due l  in  the  poo l  

agains t  ( f r iend ly!)  r iva l s                                                   
The two schoo ls  went  to  head- to-head in spr in ts  

in  the  Jun io r,  Intermediate ,  and Senior  categor ies  
for  a  w inner  to  be  chosen.  Whi le  Terenure were 
s t rong in the Intermediate  races ,  B lackrock 

dominated the  Jun io r  and Sen ior  events ,  wi th  
Wi l low Park  swimmers Josh O’Rourke  and Jack 

McNamara pu l l ing  in  go ld meda ls ,  as  we l l  as  2 n d  
year  Sam Ramke winn ing the  but te r f ly  and 
f reesty le  events .  In  the  sen iors ,  5 t h  Years  Wi l l  

Co l l ins ,  Gerard  Egan, and Char ley Co l lenet te  
outpaced the  f rees ty le ,  breastst roke ,  and 

butte r f ly  events  respect ive ly.  Both  schoo ls  put  in  
f ie rce ly  compet i t ive  re lays ,  and at  the  end o f  the 
day,  B lackrock was  the  overa l l  w inner in  12 o f  18    

events!   

Some B lackrock swimmers a l so  competed recent ly  in  Le ins ter  Age  Groups,  a 
prov inc ia l  leve l  compet i t ion that  gears  up towards the nat iona l  

championships  – team member  Da ire  Hannon (2 n d  Year)  pu l led  in  a go ld  
meda l  in  the  1500m f reesty le  –  a huge achievement  in  h i s  sw imming 

career !   

 
 



Table Tennis   

B l ackrock  enjoyed another  outstanding season across  a l l  leve ls ,  wi th  every 

team f in i sh ing in medal  pos i t ions  in  the i r  respect ive  Le ins ter  d iv is ions .   

Senior  A and Junio r  A  c la imed Le ins ter  D iv i s ion 1  t i t l es ,  w i th Sen ior  B w inning 

Senior  D iv is ion  2.  Junio r  B were runners -up in  Jun io r  D iv i s ion  1,  whi le  Jun ior  
2A, 2B, and 2C won Jun ior  D iv is ions 2,  3 ,  and 5 respect ive ly.  M inor A f in ished 

runners-up in  Minor  D iv is ion  1.   

These  resu l ts  saw the  Sen ior  A ,  Jun ior  A ,  and Jun io r  B teams qua l i fy  fo r  the 
A l l -I re land p layof fs  agains t  Cast leknock.  Sen ior  A,  led  by Dan ie l  Patte rson 
(5th  Year) ,  and Jun ior  A ,  capta ined by Rex Montag (3rd  Year) ,  secured 

v i c to r ies  to  represent Le ins ter  a t  the A l l -I re land f ina ls  on 1st  May.   

The Seniors  reached the i r  13th f ina l  in  14 years ,  defeat ing Munster  champions 
Co lá is te  an Spiora id  Naomh 5-1 in  the  semi- f ina l  before  fa l l ing  narrowly  to  

defending champions Grosvenor  Grammar 3 -5 in the  f ina l .  The Jun io rs ,  
compet ing in  the i r  14th  f ina l  in  16 years,  c l inched the i r  th i rd consecut ive  A l l -

I re land t i t le  w i th a  dominant  5 -0 w in  over  Enn is  (Munster)  and a  5-3 v i c to ry 
over  RBAI (U ls ter) ,  complet ing a  th i rd  s tra ight  ' t reb le '  o f  Le inster  and A l l -
I re land t i t l es .   

On 7th May,  s ix  B lackrock teams qual i f i ed  for  the Le inster  Cup F ina ls .  The 

Minor A  team, capta ined by Jack Mo loney (2nd Year) ,  los t  the i r  semi - f ina l  0-
4 to  Cast leknock.   

In  the  jun ior  compet i t ion ,  three  B lackrock teams made the  semi - f ina l s .  Jun ior  

A beat  Gonzaga 4-0,  wh i le  Jun ior  2A de feated B lackrock B 4 -1.  Jun io r  A then 
sea led another  perfect  season wi th  a  4 -0 win  over  2A in  the  f ina l ,  ach iev ing 

a  remarkable  th i rd  consecut ive ' t reb le - t reble ' .   

The Senior  Cup saw B lackrock A  and B reach the  f ina l  af te r  w ins over 
Stepas ide  and Cast leknock,  respect ive ly.  B lackrock A  then secured a  4 -0 
v i c to ry  to  complete the i r  Le inster  doub le .   

Ind iv idua l ly,  a  record number o f  B lackrock p layers  were  se lec ted for  Le ins ter 

squads .  Jack O’Conne l l ,  Dan ie l  Pat te rson, Conor  Sheehan (a l l  5 th  Year) ,  and 
Conor  Walsh  (6th  Year)  made Jun io r  A;  A lex Browne (5th  Year)  and Dan ie l  

Ryan (3rd Year)  were  se lec ted fo r  Jun ior  B;  and Rex Montag earned se lec t ion 
for  Cadet A.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



House Soccer League Round-Up (2nd–6th Year)   

Another  exc i t ing year  o f  House Soccer  has  come to  a  c lose,  wi th  each year  

group showing fantas t i c  sp i r i t ,  sk i l l ,  and spor tsmanship  throughout the 

compet i t ions .   

6th Year   

Leman were  c rowned champions  a fter  a st rong campaign,  overcoming De 
Va lera  in  the  f ina l .  Duf f  and Browne were  the  o ther  semi - f ina l is ts  in  an 

ext reme ly  compet i t ive tournament.   

5th Year   

The f ina l ,  p layed on Monday 26th  May, saw Leman and Duf f  go  head - to-head 
in  a  dramat ic  match that  was dec ided by penal t ies .  Leman he ld the i r  nerve 

to  secure  v ic tory.  Wel l  done  to  a l l  who took par t  in  th is  year ’s  league.   

 

      

 

4th Year   

Shanahan came out  on top a fte r  a  hard - fought win  over  Duf f  in  the  f ina l .  De  
Va lera took th i rd p lace ,  fo l lowed by Browne in  four th .  A great  showing f rom 

a l l  houses .    

3rd Year   

In the A  League, Ebenrecht  de feated Duf f  4 –2 in an enterta in ing f ina l ,  wi th 
Ronan C l i f fo rd  bagg ing a  hatt r ick .   

In the B League, Browne came out on top aga ins t  Ebenrecht .  Both leagues  

featured exce l lent  foo tba l l  and great  commitment .   

2nd Year   

De Va lera  took home the  t i t le  af te r  de feat ing Duf f  in  the  f ina l .  Shanahan 
and Leman reached the semi - f ina ls ,  round ing out  a we l l - fought  

compet i t ion .   

Wel l  done  to  a l l  p layers  across  the  years  –  i t  has  been a fantast ic  season of  
soccer   

 

 

 



 

TY Day of Reflection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TY Gaisce Trip Report: Aran Islands and Galway  

Last  Wednesday, 30 Trans i t ion  Year  s tudents  set  o f f  on  an enr i ch ing cu l tura l  

and ac t ive Ga isce adventure ,  beg inn ing w i th  a  t ra in  journey f rom Heuston 
Stat ion  to  Galway.  Upon ar r iva l ,  the  group trave l led to  Wi ld lands  Adventure  

Centre  in  Moycu l len,  where  they enj oyed lunch, z ip - l in ing,  and escape 
rooms—act iv i t ies  that  cha l lenged both  body and mind,  se tt ing  the  tone fo r  

the  memorable  exper ience ahead.   
  
Later  that  even ing,  the  group caught a  fer ry f rom Ros  a Mhí l  to  In i s  Mór,  the 

la rgest  o f  the  Aran Is lands .  The  fo l low ing day was a  phys ica l l y  demanding 
but  rewarding one,  w i th  over  30 km walked across the  is land.  H igh l ights  

inc luded v is i ts  to  the  i con ic  Wormhole  (Po l l  na  bPé is t)  and the  anc ient  c l i f f  
for t  o f  Dún Aonghasa,  o f fe r ing deep ins ight  in to  the  i s land’s  natura l  beauty  
and r ich  her i tage.   

  
The re turn  fe rry  prov ided scen ic  v iews o f  In is  Meáin ,  In i s  O ír r,  and the  

majest ic  C l i f fs  o f  Moher  be fore  the  group ar r ived back in  Ga lway C i ty  fo r  a  
wel l -earned evening mea l .  A  sunr ise  wa lk to  B lackrock Tower  in  Sal th i l l  was 
o f fered the  next  morn ing,  but  on ly  two students  par t i c ipated due  to  the  

prev ious day’s  exert ions .   
  

Overa l l ,  i t  was a  t ru ly  reward ing exper ience ,  w i th great  weather and las t ing 
memor ies  c reated over  two ac t ion -packed days  in  the West .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Snapshot of Prize Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Snapshot of Prize Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Snapshot of Graduation Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summer Recommended Reading    

Read ing  a  good book might  be  jus t  the  break you’ l l  need th is  summer.   Not  

sure what  to  read?   Be low is  a  l i s t  o f  books  some o f  our  B lackrock Co l lege  
s ta f f  are  reading  or  recommend ing.  

Book  Recommended by  Why you should read i t  

 
 
The Lost 

Bookshop          
by Evie Woods 

 
 
Andrea Dillon, College 

Librarian 

 
 
Moving, Historical, Magical.  

 
 

Revolutionary 
Road by 
Richard Rates 

 
 

 
Chris Kestell, English and 

French Teacher 

 
Piercing, Intimate, Unsettling. 

 
 

The Hunting 
Party by Lucy 
Foley 

 
 

 
 

Jennifer McGuire English 
and Religion Teacher 

 
A "who done it" murder mystery 

set in the highlands of Scotland 
at a New Years Eve party where 
old friends are reunited. 

 
 

 
The White Ship 
by Charles 

Spencer 
 

 

 
 

 
John Murphy, Accounting 
Teacher 

 
 

 
Historic sibling rivalry on akin to 
Game of Thrones 

 

 
Swimmer 
Among the 

Stars by 
Kanishk Tharoor 

 

 
Tommie Fagan, Physics 
and Computer Science 

 

 

 
Mystic, Curious, Anthology 

 
 
Permanent 

Record by 
Edward 

Snowden 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Attila Nagy / IT Technical 
Support Technician 

 

 
 
 

Gripping, impactful, extraordinary 



Book  Recommended by  Why you should read i t  

 
From a Low and 
Quiet Sea by 

Donal Ryan 
 
 

 
Conor Sommerville, 

Maths Teacher 

 
Powerful, Emotional, Moving 

 
One day, 

everyone will 
have always 

been against 
this by Omar El 
Akkad 

 

 
 

Cathal Maher, English 
Teacher 

 
 

An essential documentation of the 
unfolding genocide in Gaza 

 

The Power 
Broker: Robert 

Moses and the 
Fall of New York                    
by Robert A. 

Caro 
 

 

 
Alan Boyle, DCG and 

Construction Studies 
Teacher 

A powerful biography exposing 

Robert Moses' rise to unelected 
power, reshaping New York 

through infrastructure, while 
displacing communities and 
revealing the dark side of urban 

planning. 

 
Grit: The Power    

of Passion and 
Perseverance      
by Angela 

Duckworth 
 

 
 

David Murphy, 
Geography/Business 
Studies Teacher  

 

 
 

Motivational Mindset Help 

 
 

The Racket                      
by Conor Niland  

 
 

Frank O'Sullivan, 
Business, Economics and 
Geography Teacher 

 
 

 
Glimpse into the struggles of pro 
tennis 

 
 

 
 

 
Night watch by 
Terry Pratchett 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Niall Toolan, English 
Teacher 

 

 
 

 
Witty, Metaphorical, Clever 

 

 
The Hearts 
Invisible Furies 

by John Boyne 
 

 
 

 

 
Chloe Galligan Religious 
Education, CSPE & 

History teacher 

 

 
Outstanding, Deeply moving, 
Favourite book 

 
 

 



Book  Recommended by  Why you should read i t  

 
 

Pedro Parama 
by Juan Rulfo 

 
 

Nicolas Castillo Trainor, 
College Archivist 

 

 
Haunting and poetic, Pedro 

Páramo is a ghostly descent into 
memory and power, laying the 

spectral groundwork for Latin 
American magical realism. 
 

 
 

Ghost in the 
Wires by Kevin 

Mitnick 
 
 

 
 

Attila Nagy / IT Technical 
Support Technician 

 

 
 

Adventures of the World’s most 
wanted hacker 

 
 Co-Active 

Coaching by 
Henry Kimsey-

House et al 
 
 

 

 
Inga Cirule, 

Accommodations 
Manager 

 
Transformational, practical, 

empowering. 
 

 

The Girl with 
the Seven 

Names by 
Hyesonseo Lee 
 

 

 

 
Cathy Kelleher, Head of 

English, Maths and 
English Teacher 

 

 
Eye-opening, Heartbreaking, 

Courageous 

 

 
 

Unravelling 
Oliver by Liz 
Nugent 

 
 

 

 
 

John Goodwin, SNA 

 

 
 

Gripping, Tragic, Psychological 
Thriller 

Blackrock Beekeeping 2025 

This season in beekeeping has had its ups and downs. The winter proved to be harsh 

and only four of our seven hives emerged unaffected by the cold weather. 

Undaunted, our beekeeping team of Ms Cathy Kelleher, Mr Niall Ringrose (class of ’79) 

and Niall Toolan got down to the business of preparing for a new season. The excellent 

weather conditions in the Spring meant that blossom was abundant and our existing 

hives multiplied rapidly.  

By and large, we can say that our four working hives are thriving. We have chosen not 

to take honey early, to allow the hives room to expand and tackle any adverse 

conditions that may arise during the Summer. This said it all points to a robust harvest 

in August/September. 

As is always the case, our thanks go to the ground staff and management team for their 

support in, this, our fifth year of beekeeping on the campus.  

 



Don’t Forget – Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

Wednesday, June 4 t h  

Public Examinations begin  

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you all 

have a 

fun and happy

summer!
 


