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SciFest@College, Grangegorman TUD   

Congratu la t ions  to  our  15 Second 

Year  s tudents  who represented the  
Co l lege  w i th  pr ide  and enthus iasm 

at  Sc iFes t  in  TU Dub l in  
Grangegorman!   

The students  had a  fantas t ic  day 

showcas ing the i r  innovat ive  
projects  and engag ing conf ident ly 
w i th  judges ,  lecturers ,  and PhD 

s tudents.   

Students  had the opportuni ty  to  
a t tend a  var iety  o f  sc ience  ta lks  as  

wel l  as  par t i c ipat ing in 
Swi tchOnStem demonstrat ions  and 

compet i t ions .   

Thei r  hard  work,  cur ios i ty,  and teamwork were  ev ident  throughout  the 
event ,  and we are  inc redib ly  proud o f  the i r  dedicat ion  and achievements.  A  
spec ia l  congratu la t ions to  Maur ice Ne l igan on ach iev ing a  TUD 

commendat ion  for  h is  projec t  to  inves t igate  the  e f fec t  o f  pH on enzyme 
act iv i ty.   

Wel l  done  to  a l l  invo lved!   

Junior Science Quiz Team Shines at ISTA Eureka 

Quiz  

On Wednesday,  7th  May,  our  Jun io r  

Sc ience  Qu iz  team trave l led  to  Be lvedere  

Co l lege  to  compete in the ISTA Eureka 
Qu iz .  Wi th  20 teams f rom across the 
Dub l in  area vy ing fo r  the  t rophy,  the  

compet i t ion  was  in tense .               

Represent ing our schoo l  were  Dan 
Hayden, Ruai r i  Tran,  and Garry  K ingston. 

The team de l ivered an outstand ing 
per fo rmance,  narrowly miss ing out  on 
f i rs t  p lace  by just  one  po int  to  St .  

Ben i ldus Co l lege .  A  sudden-death  round 
was  requ ired to  determine  second p l ace ,  

as  three schoo ls  were  t ied .  B lackrock Co l lege u l t imate ly secured the runner -
up spot.   

Wel l  done  to  Dan,  Rua ir i ,  and Garry  fo r  the i r  exce l lent  ach ievement and fo r  

represent ing our  schoo l  w i th  d is t inc t ion!   

 



Schools Open Day, Irish Defence Forces   

The I r ish  Defence  Forces  he ld  a  pub l i c  

engagement  event  a t  Catha l  Brugha 

Barracks  in  Rathmines  las t  week,  featur ing 
in teract ive  d isp lays  and equ ipment  
demonstrat ions h igh l ight ing the i r  domest ic  

and internat ional  ro les.   

TY s tudents  took part  in  the  tour,  ga in ing 
f i rs thand ins ight  in to  mi l i ta ry  l i fe  and the 

Defence  Forces '  operat ions.   

Students  had the opportuni ty  to  meet  and 
speak wi th  personne l  f rom the In fantry,  

Cava l ry,  Ordnance ,  Eng ineers,  Med ica l ,  
Transport ,  M i l i ta ry  po l ice ,  Cater ing and S igna ls  Corps a long w i th  
representat ives f rom the  A i r  Corps ,  Navy, Reserve Defence  Forces  

and  Recru i tment  Sect ion.  There  was  a  v ibrant  and engag ing atmosphere ,  and 
s tudents  found the exper ience  both  enjoyab le  and in fo rmat ive .   

             

 

Guess the Book Library Competition   

The L ibrary Commit tee  came up w i th  a very  nove l  idea fo r  th i s  te rm’s  

compet i t ion  – zoom in to  part  o f  a  book cover  and get  s tudents  to  guess the 

book.    About 45 s tudents  entered the  compet i t ion and many have  been 
seen s tand ing outs ide  the  l ibrary  w i th  the i r  f r iends co l lect ive ly t ry ing to  

guess which  p ic ture  is  in  what book.   The  idea o f  these  compet i t ions  is  to  
promote  reading for  p leasure and get  s tudents  ta lk ing about  
books .   Congratu la t ions  to  Ar thur G lavin ,  3 r d  Year who got  a l l  the  answers  

cor rec t  and was  the lucky winner  o f  a  €20 one4a l l  voucher.     

 



MAD Week and Summer Concert 2025   

Mad Week ran from Tuesday 6 t h  unt i l  F r iday 9 t h  May.  The  week ce lebrated 

the  var iety  o f  mus ica l ,  ar t i s t ic  and dramat i c  d isc ip l ines  prac t i sed by peop le  

around the  wor ld,  insp i r ing the B lackrock TY  s tudents  by expos ing them to  
these sk i l l s  through severa l  in terac t ive workshops  and exper iences.    

MAD Week k icked o f f  on Tuesday morn ing when the  ent i re  year  was sp l i t  

in to  two groups  and took par t  in  dancing and drumming workshops .  TY 
s tudents  learned about  f inger  tu t t ing  and pop dance  sty les  with  the  
ins t ruc t ion  o f  A lan McGrath,  as  wel l  as  a  var iety o f  percuss ion ins truments ,  

such as  shakers ,  d jembe drums,  shekeres and more  w i th  David  Day f rom 
Jabba Jabba Jembe. In  the  a f ternoon, we were  enter ta ined and taught 

by  the  magic ian ,  vent r i loqu is t ,  sword swal lower  and comedian,  Jack Wise .   

On the  Wednesday of  MAD Week,  the TY  Year  had a t r ip  to  the cinema to  
watch the brand-new re lease ,  Fran the  Man .     

On Thursday,  TY  Year  rotated in  three  groups  between three  amazing 

workshops ,  the f i r s t  o f  wh ich  was  drama .  Th is  workshop focused on hon ing  
act ing  sk i l l s  and te l l ing  a  s tory  through body language and emot ions .   The  
next  workshop was  Circus Ski l ls  where  students  learned   how to  juggle,  

use  d iab los  and even make an imals  and swords  f rom bal loons ,  a l l  wh i ls t  
enjoy ing the sun.  Last ly,  in  an Ir ish  Culture  workshop,  TYs  learned about  

the  or ig ins  o f  popu lar  t rad i t ional  mus ic ,  how the  songs are fo rmed through 
mus ic  theory and how to  s ing some I r ish  songs,  l ike  Whiskey in  the  Jar  in  
an I r ish  Culture Workshop.  

That even ing,  the  Summer Concert  ran fo r  1 .5  hours in  the  Jub i lee  Hal l .   

TY  Choi r  per fo rmed the f i r s t  and f ina l  songs  o f  the  n ight  ‘Mamma Mia ’  by 
ABBA and ‘What  I  D id fo r  Love ’  by  David  Guetta .   

MAD Week came to an end on Fr iday a fte rnoon when the  who le  year  took 

part  in  the  MAD Quiz  hos ted in  the TY  Rec  Area.  The students ’  mus ica l  
knowledge was  put  to  the tes t  throughout  e ight  rounds  o f  quest ions ,  

ranging f rom the  wr i ters  o f  songs to  f in ish ing lyr ics  and ident i fy ing the 
nat ional i t ies  o f  var ious art is ts ,  wh i le  a lso  enjoy ing  p izza and the  l ive ly  
a tmosphere .    

A big  thank you to  Mr.  Grumley Traynor  fo r  o rgan is ing MAD Week.  

 

 

      

 

 



MAD Week and Summer Concert 2025  

  

             

            

              

              

  



Sports & Family Day 2025  

There was  a  fantast ic  atmosphere around Blackrock Co l lege  on Sunday, May 

11 t h  as  s tudents ,  s ta f f  and fami l ies  gathered fo r  our  165th  Spor ts  and 

Fami ly  Day.  I t ’s  a lways  a  spec ia l  occas ion on the  schoo l  ca lendar,  and th is  
year  was  no  except ion.   

The day began wi th  the  nat iona l  anthem and open ing ceremony,  fo l lowed by 

a  packed schedu le  o f  events  – everyth ing from spr in ts  and re lays  to  
sp ikebal l ,  pena l ty  shoot -outs  and the  ever-compet i t ive  tug-o-war.  I t  was  
great  to  see  such h igh leve ls  o f  par t ic ipa t ion  and team spi r i t  throughout .   

There  was no  shor tage o f  encouragement f rom the s ide l ines ,  w i th 

c lassmates ,  parents  and sta f f  out  in  force .  The  atmosphere  was re laxed,  
good-humoured and fu l l  o f  community  sp i r i t  –  a  re f lec t ion  o f  what the day 

i s  a l l  about .   

Two h ighl ights  o f  the  a f ternoon were  the  presentat ion  o f  the  Spor ts  Star  o f  
the  Year  Award to  Sami  B isht i ,  recognis ing h is  outs tanding contr ibut ion  to  

sport  in  the  Co l lege ,  and the  Pas t  Pup i l  Sports  Persona l i ty  Award,  wh ich  was  
awarded to James Power.   

A huge thank you to  everyone who he lped br ing the day together  – 
part icu lar ly  the  students  who took part  so  enthus ias t ica l ly,  and the  s ta f f  

who gave so generous ly  o f  the i r  t ime.   

After  a hard- fought  contest  ac ross the  events ,  Shanahan House  emerged as 
the  overa l l  winners  –  wel l  done  to  them and to a l l  who competed.   

 

 

 



Snapshot of Sports & Family Day 2025  

 

       

 

        

 

        

 

          

 

 



Leinster Schools’ Tennis Cups   

The Senior  1st  team (capta ined by Freddie  Bracken,  F i f th  Year)  have  

qual i f i ed  for  the  Le ins ter  Schoo ls ’  Senior  Cup D iv i s ion  1  f ina l  a t  F i tzw i l l i am 

LTC where  they wi l l  p lay St  Michae l ’s  on  Wednesday 21st  May.   

The Junio r  1st  team (capta ined by Ben Conno l ly,  Th i rd  Year)  have  qua l i f ied  
for  the  Le ins ter  Schoo ls ’  Jun io r  Cup D iv is ion 1  f ina l  at  Templeogue LTC 

where  they w i l l  p lay  Gonzaga on Tuesday 20th May.   

The Junio r  2nd team (capta ined by Wi l l iam Hegarty,  Th i rd  Year)  have 
qual i f i ed  for  the  Le ins ter  Schoo ls ’  Jun ior  Cup Div is ion  1  f ina l  a t  Templeogue 
LTC on Tuesday 20th  May.  We awai t  conf i rmat ion  o f  the i r  opponents .   

 

Swimming   

The swimming team, in  a  s t rong 

per fo rmance  won medals  a l l  round 

at  the  C longowes Inv i ta t ional  ga la 
th is  May.  Sam Snyman (2nd Year)  

swam up aga ins t  a  heavy heat  o f  
3rd  and 4th  years  and managed to  
swim a persona l  bes t  and take  1st  

p lace  in  the  jun ior  50m f reesty le .        
More st rong per fo rmances  by F inn 

O ’Re i l l y  (3rd Year)  and James Ke l ly  
(3rd  Year)  f i l led in  the  podium for  
the  Intermediates ,  wh i le  Char ley 

Co l lenet te  and Gerard  Egan put  in  
w inn ing per fo rmances  in  the  

Breastroke  and But ter f ly  events  for  the sen io rs .   

The re lays were compet i t ive  as  a lways ,  wi th  a na i l -b i t ing  f in ish  in  the 
Intermediate  med ley re lay,  where team members  Da i re  Hannan, James Ke l ly,  
James Cah i l l ,  and F inn O’Re i l l y  he ld  the i r  own aga ins t  Terenure ’s  s t rong 

team.  

 

 

Leinster Track and Field Final             

Congratu la t ions  to  our  jun io r  a th le tes  

who proud ly  represented the  schoo l  a t  
the  Le ins ter  Track and F ie ld  F ina ls  in  

Tul lamore  on Tuesday,  13th  May 2025.   
The i r  ded icat ion  and per formance  were  
outstand ing,  and we’ re  thr i l led  to  

announce  that  four  o f  our students  have 
qual i f i ed  to  compete  at  the A l l -I re land 

F ina l .  Best  o f  luck  to  Arya Golch in,  
T im Daly,  Marcus  Bourke,  and Julian  
Browne (2 n d  year)  as  they prepare  to  

take  on the nat iona l  s tage!  

 



Blackrock 2nd Year Hurlers win Dublin 

Championship   

 

Blackrock College 4 - 14 

Skerries Community College 5 – 8 

 

Ear ly  scores f rom Br ian  Farre l l ,  Jack Mountjoy,  and A lex L i t t le  se tt led 

B lackrock,  however,  Skerr ies  began to  dominate and scored 2 -4 in qu ick  

success ion.  B lackrock's  mid f ie ld and ha l f- fo rward l ine ga ined contro l ,  1 -4 
f rom Br ia l  Far re l l  secur ing a one -po int  ha l f- t ime lead.   

Blackrock took a  narrow lead in the  th i rd  quar ter  wi th  a  S imon Cah i l l  goal ,  

Skerr ies  respond ing w i th  a  three -goal  b l i tz .  A  30-metre  f ree  f rom Br ian 
Farre l l  and a po int  f rom L iam Hogan put  B lackrock back in  the  lead.   

Skerr ies  launched a  wave o f  a t tacks ,  scor ing one  goal  and fo rc ing two 

wor ld-c lass  saves f rom goa lkeeper A lex Bannon. The  s ix de fenders  he ld  
s t rong fo r  the  last  ten minutes ,  e f fec t ive ly  shut t ing down Skerr ies  a ttack.   

Capta ins  Br ian Farre l l  and Ryan Wehr ley  l i f ted  the  cup,  pra i s ing the hard 
work and commitment  o f  a l l  twenty -e ight  pane l  members  and thank ing the  

huge crowd of  B lackrock Co l lege  supporters .   

 

 
 

 

Tennis   

Congratu la t ions  to  Jack Mo loney (2 n d  Yr)  and h is  par tner  Ju l  Oostvoge ls  

fo l low ing h is  fantast ic  win  in the U14 Boys Doubles  F inal  in  the Tennis  

Europe tournament ,  hos ted by Landsdowne Lawn Tenn is  C lub in  Apr i l .    

Jack and Ju l  and beat  the  Br i t i sh  duo o f  N icho las E l l inghorst  and Hau Yan 
Wong 6.2 6.4.  



Dublin U19 Hurling 

Championship                         

A f te r  a  hard- fought championsh ip 

campaign,  inc lud ing w ins  over Lao is ,  Of fa ly  
and Wexford.  Dub l in  met K i lkenny in  the  
f ina l  o f  the U19 Le inster  Hur l ing  

Championsh ip.  I t  was  an enthra l l ing  game, 
w i th  Dub l in  leading w i th  only  minutes 

remain ing.    

                     Unfor tunate ly,  a  las t-
minute  goa l  f rom Ki lkenny ended Dub l in ’s  

dreams of  winn ing a  f i rs t  ever  U19 Le inster  
Hur l ing  Championsh ip.  

 

 

Blackrock College Table 

Tennis All-Ireland Finalists 

2025  

 

 

 

 

 

Success for Blackrock RFC U14 team   

B l ackrock  RFC U14 team won the  Metro  Cup last  week as we l l  the  Le inster  

U14 Premier  D iv is ion Cup in  March.   

Many congratu la t ions to  the  team who had to  overcome many cha l leng ing 
matches  aga ins t  s t rong compet i t ion .   

Wel l  done!  

 



Global Citizenship: The Spiritan Showcase   

S tudents  f rom the  G loba l  

C i t i zensh ip  Commit tee ,  a long w i th  

the i r  peers  f rom St .  M ichae l ’s ,  
a t tended the annua l  Sp i r i tan  
Showcase at  Rockwe l l  Co l lege ,  Co.  

T ipperary.   

The event was  a  fantas t ic  
oppor tuni ty  fo r  s tudents  to  

co l laborate  and deepen the i r  
understand ing of  susta inab i l i ty.  

They par t ic ipated in  engag ing ta lks  
and interac t ive ac t iv i t ies  led by loca l  o rganizat ions on top ics  such as  
sus ta inable  agr icu l ture  and fast  fash ion.   

The day a lso  served as  a ce lebrat ion of  the  hard  work and ded icat ion  shown 

by s tudents  f rom a l l  par t i c ipat ing schoo ls  throughout  the  year,  w i th  spec ia l  
recogn i t ion  g iven to  our own GCC team for  the i r  success fu l  med ia  campaign.  

 

 

 

Belfast Trip  

On Tuesday, May 13 t h ,  B lackrock 

Co l lege  Trans i t ion  Year History  
s tudents  t rave l led  to  Be l fast  where  

they f i rs t  met w i th  Br ian  McKee and 
Joe  Aust in  in  St .  Gomgal l ’s .  

 A f te r  an in i t ia l  in t roduct ion  to  the  

H is tory  o f  the  nor th ,  they had a  tour  
o f  the  mura ls  in  the c i ty,  a  t r ip  to  

Mi l l town Cemetery,  The  Peace Wal ls  
and a  v is i t  and tour  o f  Stormont .  
There  they had a meet ing w i th  Gerry  

Ke l ly  and sat  in  the main chamber 
and l i s tened in  to  a  debate  between 

the  SDLP and the DUP.  

 

 



 

 

Rex Montag (3 rd Year) presents the 
All-Ireland Junior TT shield to Mr 
Evan O’Brien.  

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Debating  

The B lackrock Co l lege  Jun io r  Go ld  Meda l  Debate  

took p lace on Monday May 12 t h  w i th  2 n d  and 3 r d  

Year  s tudents  argu ing the  mot ion that:  

‘Happ iness  is  more important  than success . ’  

In Propos i t ion ,  we had,  Tate Tomkin  Beddy, 
Dan ie l  Goss,  Ne i l  Doy l  and Maur ice  Ne l l igan and 

oppos ing th is  mot ion  was  Dai re  Moran,  Fergal  
McPo l in,  S imon Qu inn and Dan Hayden.  
Adjud icated by past  pup i l s  Frazer  McGinn and 

Ben K ie ran G lennon, Tate  Tomkin  Beddy (3 r d  
Year)  and Maur ice  Ne l igan (2 n d  Year)  were  

awarded the  2025 Go ld Meda l  F ina l is ts .  

 

 

Guess the Book Library Competition   

The L ibrary Commit tee  came 

up w i th  a  very nove l  idea fo r  
th is  term’s  compet i t ion  –  
zoom in  to  par t  o f  a  book 

cover  and get  s tudents  to  
guess the book.     

About  45 s tudents  entered 

the  compet i t ion  and many 
have  been seen stand ing 

outs ide  the  l ibrary  w i th  the i r  
f r iends co l lec t ive ly  t ry ing to  guess  wh ich  p i c ture is  what  book.   The  idea of  
these compet i t ions  is  to  promote read ing fo r  p leasure  and get  s tudents  

ta lk ing about books .    

Congratu lat ions  to  Arthur  G lavin ,  3 r d  Year  who  got  a l l  the  answers  correct  
and was  the  luck w in of  a €20 one4a l l  voucher.   

  



Snapshot of Lunchtime Art Room Creative Hub  

 

   

 

      

 

    

 

    

  

            

         

        



Snapshot of Art: Elephant in the Room  

 

 

      

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 



Snapshot of Transition Year Camino Trip  

 

              

 

 

               

 

 

                          

 

  



Don’t Forget – Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 18th  

6 th Year Graduation Mass (12 noon)  

 

Friday, May 23 r d   

Academic Prize Giving (4:30pm-6:00pm)  

 

Wednesday, May 28 t h   

Summer Tests begin for 2nd and 5 th Year 

 

Wednesday, May 28 t h   

Class Ends for 3 r d, 4 t h and 6 th Year 

 

Wednesday, May 28 t h   

Class Ends for 2nd and 5 th Year 

 

 

 

 

State exams begin on Wednesday, June 4th      

 

Best of luck to our 3rd and 6th Year students!     


