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Seachtain na Gaeilge  

Last  week,  s tudents  enthus ias t i ca l l y  

ce lebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge  under  the  

theme "Ba in  T r ia i l  As! "  (G ive I t  a  T ry!) .  The 
week was f i l led  wi th  engag ing ac t iv i t ies  
des igned to  promote  the  I r ish language and 

cu l ture  wh i le  fos ter ing a  sense  of  communi ty  
and fun. 

Monday,  "B í  Ann" (Be  There) ,  encouraged 

s tudents  to  embrace  Gae i lge  by us ing the i r  
favor i te  I r ish words  in  conversat ions ,  p lay ing 

b ingo in  c lass ,  and making an e f fo rt  to  speak 
the  language throughout  the  schoo l .  TY  
s tudents  a l so  decorated c lassrooms and 

corr idors  w i th  ba l loons ,  f l ags ,  I r ish  phrases,  
and proverbs ,  creat ing a  v ibrant  and fest ive  

atmosphere .  

Tuesday,  "B í  Cabhrach"  (Be  Car ing) ,  focused 
on teamwork and f r iendship,  wi th s tudents  
part ic ipat ing in  a t reasure  hunt ,  jo in ing 

conversat ion  c i rc les .  Students  a lso  spoke  
w i th  teachers  to  he lp  them remember  the i r  favor i te  I r ish  words  or  phrases ,  

re in forc ing the  shared connect ion to  the  language.  

Wednesday,  "B í  Measú i l "  (Be Respect fu l) ,  was  a l l  about  sportsmansh ip  and 
compet i t ion ,  featur ing the  A l l -I re land soccer  f ina l ,  a  chal leng ing c rossbar  

cha l lenge,  and exc i t ing  poc  fada contes ts  that  tested s tudents '  sk i l l s .  

Thursday,  "B í  Bu íoch"  (Be  Grate fu l) ,  ce lebrated I r i sh  t rad i t ions  w i th  a  v is i t  
f rom S ion H i l l ,  a  l ive ly  cé i l í  that  got  everyone danc ing.  At  luncht ime,  the  
schoo l ’s  t rad group, Ceo l tó i r í  na  Carra ige ,  p layed a  fantast ic  mus ic  sess ion  

in  the  l ibrary ce lebrat ing our cu l tura l  ident i ty.  

Fr iday,  "B í  F í r inneach"  (Be  Truth fu l ) ,  marked the  beginn ing o f  St .  Pat r i ck ’s  
weekend, two members  o f  the  schoo l ’s  t rad band, Ceo l tó i r í  na  Carra ige —

Eoin  F i t zPat r ick on f lu te  and John McCa l l ig  on banjo—welcomed staf f  and 
s tudents  at  the  f ront  entrance  wi th  t rad i t iona l  I r ish  music .  S taf f  and 
s tudents  a l ike  dressed in  green for  Lá  Glas .  S tudents  and teachers  were  

tes ted on the i r  knowledge o f  the  I r i sh  language and cu l ture .  Addi t iona l ly,  TY  
s tudents  engaged wi th  the  publ ic  outs ide  B lackrock Shopp ing Centre ,  

encouraging them to  use  a  cúp la  foca l  in  ce lebrat ion of  Seachta in  na 
Gae i lge .  

The events  a im was  to   deepen students '  and sta f fs ’  apprec iat ion fo r  Gae i lge  

and I r ish her i tage  encouraging them to  cont inue  us ing the  language beyond 
the  week’s  fest iv i t ies .  Bh í  cra ic ,  spór t  agus sprao i  ann.  

 

 



Seachtain na Gaeilge  

                  
 

                 
 

Senior Cheerleaders  

Congratu la t ions  to  Senior Cheer leader  Harr ison Carr  and h is  leadersh ip 

team o f  Jeremy Carro l l ,  N ia l l  McCarthy,  Zach Hal ly  Doody,  Joe  Caskey,  Pe ter  

Lawlor  and Paddy F i tzpatr ick .  The  commitment ,  pass ion,  energy and end less 

hard  work g iven to  th i s  s tudent leadersh ip  project  by the  s tudents  

ment ioned above and the  36 add i t iona l  cheer leaders  in  the  w ider  squad has 

been incred ib le .  I t  began wi th  our Whole  Schoo l  Assembly  in  the  Sports  Ha l l  

back in  January to  mark the  s tar t  o f  the  SCT and JCT Campaigns  and the 

s ize  o f  the crowds  at  the  matches  a long wi th the energy in  the  s tands  

cu lminat ing in  an outs tanding atmosphere  as  we won our 72nd cup. They 

t ru ly  went above  and beyond at  the  Senior  Soccer  Le inster  Cup F ina l ,  w i th  

the  atmosphere  created at  the A l l -I re land F ina l  in  Soccer  c reated an 

inc redib le  a tmosphere . 

 

 

 



Rock Run 2025  

The annua l  Rock Run 2025,  in  a id o f  A id l ink  took p lace on Saturday 8th  

March 2025 across  the  Co l lege  campus.  There  was  a  huge sense  o f  

communi ty  throughout  the  day and an event  such as  th i s  w i th a l l  the 
d i f ferent  var iab les  invo lved on ly  happens w i th the support  o f  the  ent i re  
B lackrock Co l lege and W i l low Park  communi ty.  Par t ic ipants  had the  opt ion to  

wa lk,  run,  or  jog the  5km route ,  mak ing the  event  access ib le  to  a l l  f i tness  
leve ls .  The  event not  on ly  promoted f i tness and teamwork but  a l so 

re in forced the  importance  o f  g iv ing back to  those  in  need.   

The proceeds  ra ised f rom Rock Run 2025 wi l l  contr ibute towards enhanc ing 
educat ion,  prov id ing water  and san i ta t ion  fac i l i t ies  a long w i th  c reat ing 

schoo l  feed ing programs in  Kenya. A lso,  a major focus  for  the  proceeds  
ra ised w i l l  suppor t  A id l ink ’s  f l agsh ip  projec t  “Every  G ir l  in  Schoo l .”  Th is  
immense and extremely  important  project  s tr ives  to  prov ide a l l  g i r l s  wi th  an 

educat ion  and a l low them to  make cho ices  on the i r  own l i fe .   

The event conc luded wi th  a ra f f le  wh ich  inc luded 2 t i ckets  to  the  S ix 
Nat ions  I re land France  game in  the  Aviva Stad ium that  af te rnoon.  

Thank you to  each o f  the  event  sponsors ,  MSL Bal lsbr idge ,  Sherry F i t zgera ld  

Commerc ia l ,  VITHIT,  No lan Coaches ,  Explor ium, Daf t . i e ,  Peter  Mark and 
Londis  Foxrock for  the i r  ongo ing support  and generos i ty.  Without  them th is  

event  wou ld  not  have  been poss ib le .  

A spec ia l  thank you to  a l l  the Trans i t ion  Year  s tudents  whose engagement  in  
such la rge  numbers  made the event  such a success and a f ina l  thank you to  
a l l  who par t ic ipated,  vo lunteered,  and donated —your  e f fo rts  have made a  

rea l  d i f ference .  

I f  you d id  not  get  an oppor tun i ty to  donate ,  p lease fee l  f ree to  contr ibute  
on the on l ine  donat ion  page Support  Rock Run 2025 in  a id  o f  A id l ink  on 

iDonate . ie .      

   

  

 

 

 



     

     

 

Boarding School News  

There ’s  been great  exc i tement  in  the  Cast le  

these past  few weeks  w i th  the  success  o f  the  

Senior  Cup Team. The  s t rong Cast le  cohort  th is  
year,  inc lud ing Ar tur  Smykovsk iy,  A lber t  

L indner,  M ichae l  O ’Su l l ivan,  Michae l  Walsh,  
A iden Vet jens ,  Dec lan Cadden, and Ben 
Crowley have been keep ing the i r  heads in  the  

game and s taying s trong in  t ra in ing wh i le  
keeping up wi th  the Cast le  l i festy le ,  whi le  the  

cheer leaders have  kept  the  energy buzz ing 
around them! 

Cast le  l i fe  has kept  go ing,  wi th  the  boarders  

get t ing ready for  the i r  Eas ter  exams – around 
a  few n ice  t r ips  out  to  Dubl in ,  Dun Laoghai re ,  
JCT and SCT matches ,  and a day out  to  Jump 

Zone to  boot !   

As wel l  as  that ,  our  in ternat iona l  boarders  put  
the i r  year ’s  work  to  the  tes t  as  they 

comple ted the i r  Cambr idge  exams – an in ternat iona l ly  recognised cert i f i ca te  
to  show just  how much they ’ve got ten out  o f  the i r  t ime at  B lackrock Co l lege 
–  f ingers  c rossed on good resu l ts !  

 



Fourth Year Home Economics: A Taste of the 

World   

Th is  week,  Fourth  Year Home Economics s tudents  exp lo red “Foods  f rom 

Around the Wor ld”,  showcas ing the i r  cook ing sk i l l s  w i th  a var iety  o f  

in te rnat iona l  d ishes .   

Paur ic  and Andrew  took on the  bo ld  f lavours  o f  Mex ico,  prepar ing de l ic ious  
tacos .  John  and Lughán  went  fo r  a  German c lass ic ,  making c r ispy ch icken 

schni tze l .  Ben  and Fionn  chose  France ,  bak ing go lden,  f l aky sausage ro l l s ,  
wh i le  Mark  and Il l ia  brought a  tas te  o f  Ukra ine to  the  k i tchen w i th 
homemade pe lmen i .   

I t  was  a  great  oppor tun i ty fo r  s tudents  to  learn  about  d i f ferent  cu l tures 

through food, and the resul ts  were  both impress ive  and de l i c ious !  

 

             

            
 



2nd Year Hurling  

Our  2nd Year hur le rs  mainta ined the i r  winn ing record  wi th  an emphat ic  

v i c to ry  over St .  David ’s  Co l lege  th is  week. B lackrock se tt led into  the  game 

f rom the  wh ist le  and ran up an impress ive lead.  St .  Dav id ’s  mounted severa l  

a t tacks resu l t ing  in  a  second -quarter  goal  spree ,  the  game now very much 

in  the  ba lance .  Both  teams traded scores  in  the  run -up to  ha l f- t ime and 

B lackrock reta ined an e ight-po int  lead at  the  break.  Our de fence ,  led by 

Paddy Rigby and  C ian Kenny ,  he ld  f i rm in the second ha l f,  conceding on ly 

one goal  and four  po in ts  in  tota l  wh i le  the  mid f ie ld  t r io  o f  Jack Mountjoy,  

L iam Hogan and Brian Farrel l  cont inued to  reg is te r  scores .  A l l  pane l  

members  made a te l l ing contr ibut ion.  The  pane l  cons i s ted o f  (A l l  2nd Year):  

A lex Bannon;  K i l l i an Bohan; A lex L i t t le;  Br ian Door ly;  Br ian  Farre l l  (C)  (4 -

10);  Catha l  Dunphy ( in j .) ;  C ian Kenny;  Sau l  Coughlan;  F inn Purc e l l ;  Hugo 

Dunne;  Jack Mountjoy (0 -3);  Johnny Magui re;  L iam Hogan (2 -4);  M i lo  

McDermott;  Paddy R igby;  Patr ick  Burns;  Ross  Leahy (0 -1);  Ryan Wehr ley 

(VC);  Sam McKeown;  S imon Cah i l l  (0-1);  Tebhnan O 'Her l ihy;  Thomas K i l ty  

(2-0);  Br ian Door ley ( in j ) .   

Blackrock Col lege 8-18 / St.  David’s Artane 5-6   

 

Sailing 

Congratu la t ions  to  2 n d  Year Max O’Hare  who represented I re land at  the 

Opt imis t  Wor ld  Championsh ips  in  Mar  De l  P la ta ,  Argent ina in  December  2024 

compet ing against  227 sa i lors  f rom over 52 countr ies .  Despi te  needing 

s t i tches  in  h is  head when h i t  by  the boom in  h igh w inds tra in ing the  day 

before  the  compet i t ion ,  he  was lucky to  s t i l l  compete .  An amazing 

exper ience  fo r  Max and a  great  lesson in  res i l ience.  We l l  done ,  Max!  

 

            

 

 

 



Table Tennis  

LEINSTER CHAMPIONS   

Sen ior  A  f in i shed up the i r  Le inster  League campaign,  dropp ing only  a  s ing le  

match in D iv i s ion 1,  tak ing the  Le inster  D iv is ion 1  t i t le  for  a 12th  t ime in 

14 years ,  and for  a  21st  t ime overa l l .   

Jun io r  A have one  match remain ing in the i r  League campaign,  but  cannot  be  

caught  on the  tab le ,  a lso tak ing a 21st  Le ins ter  t i t l e ,  and a  14th t i t l e  in  16 

years.  Both teams have qual i f ied  fo r  the p layof fs  to  go  to  the  A l l  I re land 

F ina ls .   

Jun io r  A and Sen ior  A have  a lso  qua l i f ied  for  Le ins ter  Cup F ina ls  Day,  w i th  

both  teams through to the Cup Semi  F ina ls .   

Jun io r  2A remain unbeaten in  D iv is ion 2,  whi le  Jun io r  2B in D iv i s ion  3  and 

Jun io r  2C in D iv is ion 4  have  each los t  one  match.    M inor A in  D iv i s ion 1  

have  a l so dropped one  match.    A l l  teams wi l l  f in i sh out  the i r  league 

campaigns a fte r  the Easter  tests ,  a l l  s t i l l  in  the  hunt  for  a top two f in ish.   

 

Junior Cup Rugby   

On March 11th,  our  Jun io r  Cup Rugby team’s  journey came to  an end in  the  

semi- f ina l  aga inst  Cast leknock Co l lege .  I t  was  a  hard - fought match,  w i th  

both  teams g iv ing i t  everyth ing.   

Though the  resul t  d idn ’ t  go  our  way,  the  team can ho ld  the i r  heads  h igh 

a f te r  a  br i l l iant  season.  Huge thanks  to  the  coaches,  suppor ters ,  and 

everyone who backed the  team. I t  wasn’ t  our  day,  but  there ’s  no  doubt th i s  

group has a  br ight  fu ture  ahead.   

 

Senior Cup Rugby    

On Monday,  March 17th,  our  Senior  Cup Rugby team bat t led  pas t  Terenure  

in  a  tough and phys ica l  contes t .  Both s ides  showed incred ib le  

determinat ion,  mak ing for  a thr i l l ing  game.   

Terenure came out  s trong,  tes t ing  our de fence  ear ly  on,  but  our lads  stood 

f i rm and responded wi th  some br i l l i ant  a t tack ing p lay.  I t  was a  game o f  f ine  

marg ins ,  w i th  every  tack le ,  pass ,  and k ick  cruc ia l .  In the end,  our  hard  

work pa id  o f f,  and we secured a  we l l -deserved v ic to ry.   

Blackrock Co l lege –  14   Terenure Co l lege  9   

 

 

 

 



Junior Thirds & Fourths    

I t  was  a  great  week for  our  Jun ior  Th i rds  and Fourths  rugby teams as  they 

kept  the i r  league campaigns  on track wi th st rong performances.   

The Junio r  Four ths  put  in  a  great  team e f for t  aga ins t  Boyne C.S.,  Tr im,  to  

book the i r  p lace  in  the  semi - f ina l .  They’ l l  face  St .  M ichae l ’s  on  Saturday, 

March 22nd,  w i th hopes  o f  making i t  to  the  f ina l  on Thursday,  March 27th.   

The Junio r  Th i rds a lso  had a  great  resu l t  aga ins t  Wes ley Co l lege ,  secur ing a  

spot  in  the f ina l .  They’ l l  take  on e i ther St .  M ichae l ’s  o r  Pres  Bray on March 

27th.   

Both teams have worked hard to  get  to  th is  s tage ,  and we wish them the 

bes t  o f  luck  in  the  games ahead!  

 

Blackrock Relay Races  

Congratu la t ions  to  Jamie Simpson,  Tate Tomkin -Beddy,(3 r d  Year)  

James Smyth ,  James Foot,  and Cameron Fal lon(  TY )  on winning a  s i lver  

meda l  in  the  B lackrock Re lays  on Thursday,  March 13th .   

 

 

 



Coding & Robotics Club  

On Wednesday,  March 19th,  the  Cod ing and Robot i cs  C lub proud ly  

represented B lackrock Co l lege  at  the  ZeroDays  Capture  the  F lag  cha l lenge  

he ld  a t  Univers i ty  Co l lege  Dub l in .  Th is  nat iona l  event ,  des igned fo r  

secondary schoo l  s tudents ,  brought  together  schoo ls  f rom a l l  over  I re land 

to  compete  in  a  ser ies  o f  cyber  secur i ty  cha l lenges.  

Our c lub members  showcased the i r  cyber secur i ty  knowledge through a  

var iety  o f  tasks,  inc lud ing c ryptography,  web secur i ty,  and fo rens i cs .  

Desp i te  the compet i t ion ' s  d i f f i cu l ty,  i t  proved to  be an educat iona l  

exper ience ,  o f fe r ing  va luab le  ins ights  in to the prac t ica l  appl icat ions  o f  

cybersecur i ty.  

The event was  an exce l lent  int roduct ion to  the  f ie ld  o f  cybersecur i ty,  

prov id ing students  wi th  rea l -wor ld exper ience and the oppor tun i ty to  apply  

the i r  sk i l l s  in  a compet i t ive  env i ronment .   

                

 



SCT & Senior Soccer Team  

W i th  the SCT winning our  72nd cup on St.Patr ick's  Day ,  th is  comple ted 

a  un ique  double  w i th  our  Senior  Soccer  Team, also Leinster  champions .  

Th is  is  on ly  the  second t ime in  our h is to ry  th is  has  been done and for  the 
f i rs t  t ime in 51 years!  

 

 

 

 

Snapshot of All Ireland Soccer Final  

 

 

 

 



Snapshot of All Ireland Soccer Final  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Snapshot of All Ireland Soccer Final  

 

      

 

    

 

 



Snapshot of SCT Final 

  

 

 



Snapshot of SCT Final 

  

 

 



Snapshot of SCT Final  

 

   

 

 



Snapshot of Junior Musical  

 

        

 

 

         

 

 

         

 

 

 



Environmental Action Week  

We  had our f i r s t  env i ronmenta l  ac t ion  week o f  2025 between Monday the 

3 rd  to  F r iday the 7 th  o f  March.  We s tar ted the  week by host ing Kahoot  

qu izzes  on envi ronmenta l  top ics  and in troduc ing posters  encourag ing people  
to  reduce energy use around the  schoo l .  We had a  ta lk  f rom Conor Dowl ing 
on green pro jec ts  and how to  deal  w i th oppos i t ion  to  them. The h igh l ight  o f  

the  week was the rowing compet i t ion on Thursday where  students  got  to  see  
how much power they produced and compared i t  w i th  the  power  

consumpt ion o f  household  app l iances,  we found that  we wou ld need 20 
mi l l ion  peop le  rowing at  the  same power that  the  boys  par t i c ipat ing d id  to  
power  I re land. F ina l ly,  we hosted a  c l imate  ca fé  on Fr iday wi th  f ree hot  

choco late  and a  smooth ie  b ike  that  b lended dr inks w i th  peda l  power.  We 
encourage  a l l  s tudents  to  cons ider jo in ing Green Schools  i f  they are 

in teres ted so  we can cont inue  to  reduce the envi ronmenta l  impact  o f  
B lackrock Co l lege.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Cllr Conor Dowling 

with members of 

the Green Schools 

Committee 

 

Second Years 

compete in the 

rowing energy 

competition during 

Environmental 

Action Week 

Tate Tomkin Beddy 

speaks to students 

at the Climate Café 

during 

Environmental 

Action Week 

 



 

 

 

 

   Please join us– staff, students and parents, (past & present), friends of Blackrock, 

our Past Pupils’ Union, Blackrock College Rugby Club and Blackrock College AFC – as we 
come together to make this unique and most welcome Blackrock occasion a memorable 

one. 

  

 

 

 



Don’t Forget – Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

 

 

Thursday to Monday, March 20 th – 31st  

House Exams 

 

 

 

 

 

Good luck in 

your exams!  


