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SciFest in Schools   

On Tuesday 4 t h  March B lackrock Co l lege  

hosted Sc iFes t  in  schoo ls .  Sc iFes t  i s  a  
nat ionwide  sc ience ,  techno logy,  eng ineer ing,  
and mathemat i cs  (STEM)  fa i r  program for  

s tudents  in  I re land.  I t  provides  s tudents  w i th 
the  oppor tuni ty  to  deve lop and showcase  the i r  

sc ience  proje cts  in  a  fun and engag ing way.  

5 judges interv iewed our  2 n d  Year  sc ience  
s tudents  on invest igat ions  they had comple ted 

on a  top ic  o f  the i r  cho ice .   They had the i r  work 
cut  out  as  there was  a to ta l  o f  100 projec ts  on 
d i sp lay in  the  sc ience  corr idor.  Congratu la t ions  

to  a l l  the  2 n d  Years ,  w inners w i l l  be  announced 
soon.  

 

Catholic Schools Week 2025, 19 th – 25 th January 

The The  theme of  Catho l ic  Schoo ls  

week,  th is  year,  was  “A l ive  in  Chr i s t ”.   

Re l ig ion  c lasses  took the  oppor tuni ty to  
re f lec t  on what  that  means and 
s tudents  produced photographs  o f  what  

“g ives me l i fe ”.   Whi le  spor t  featured 
heav i ly,  s tudents  a lso  ident i f ied  fami ly,  

f r iends,  mus ic ,  ar t  and ho l idays  too.    

Prayer  was  centra l  to  our ce lebrat ions 
and students  and s ta f f,  in  very large 
numbers ,  opted to  a t tend Adorat ion  o f  

the  B lessed Sacrament  at  var ious t imes  
throughout  the  week.   The  chance to  

have  qu ie t  t ime in  the  co l lege  chape l  
rea l ly  appealed.    
When the  weather  permi t ted,  s tudents  

took a  guided, re f lect ion walk  around 
the  campus – s topp ing at  po ints  a long 

the  way to pray and th ink about  fami ly,  
the i r  future ,  nature ,  the s ick  and those  
who have  d ied.    

F ina l ly,  s taf f  go t  to  enjoy our  annua l  
re l ig ion  themed qu iz  in  the  s taf f room on Thursday.    As  a Catho l ic ,  Spi r i tan,  
schoo l ,  our  fa i th communi ty  is  “A l ive  in Chr is t” ,  and i t  was  re f reshing to  

focus  on that  theme for  the  week.   



Water Polo 

Congratu la t ions  to  2 n d  Years  and Shane 

Ferguson and C ian Hughes ,  members  o f  
Sandycove Water Po lo  Team who were  both  
se lec ted to  represent Le ins ter  a t  the U15 

in ter  provinc ia l  compet i t ion over the 
February M idterm.   

 
Blackrock Co l lege Water  po lo  team we lcome 
a l l  p layers  who would  l ike  to  t ry  the spor t .  
Come a long on Tuesdays  and Thursdays 

a f te rschoo l .    

 

Cross Country    

Congratu la t ions  to  Char l ie  White (5 t h  Year)  and George McGi lton (6 t h  

Year) fo r  the i r  outs tanding perfo rmances  in  the  Le ins ter  Cross  Country 

Senior  6000m event .  Both  ath letes  showcased inc redib le  determinat ion  and 
endurance  in  a  h igh ly compet i t ive f ie ld .   

A spec ia l  commendat ion to  Char l ie  White ,  who has  secured qua l i f i ca t ion  fo r  
the  A l l -I re land F ina l  on  March 8th  in  Bal lybr i t ,  Ga lway.  We wish  h im the  

very  bes t  as  he prepares  to  represent  the  schoo l  on the  nat iona l  s tage .   

Wel l  done  to  both  compet i to rs  for  the i r  ded icat ion and achievement!   

 

  

 

 

 



Senior Cup Rugby  

The Senior  Cup Team (SCT)  put  in  a  dominant  per fo rmance  to  de feat  

C is te rc ian  Co l lege  Roscrea in the semi - f ina l  on  March 6th .  I t  was  a  wel l -

earned v ic tory,  wi th  both  s ides  showing tremendous  sk i l l  and 
determinat ion.   

The team now sets  i ts  s ights  on the f ina l ,  where  they wi l l  take on Terenure 

Co l lege  on St .  Pat r ick ’s  Day.  Best  o f  luck  to  the  squad as  they compete  fo r  
the  t i t le !   

Junior Cup Rugby   

The Jun ior  Cup Team (JCT)  put  in  a  st rong per fo rmance  to  de feat  St .  Mary ’s  

in  the  second round.  I t  was a  we l l -earned v ic tory,  w i th  both  teams showing 
great  sk i l l  and for t i tude .   

Thei r  focus now sh i f ts  to  the  semi - f ina l ,  where they w i l l  take  on St .  

V incent ’s  Cast leknock Co l lege  next  week. Best  o f  luck to  the  squad as  they 
push for  a  p lace  in  the  f ina l !   

 

        

 

        

 

         



Senior Soccer  

Leinster Final   

 

The senio r  soccer  team jo ined a  smal l  group of  B lackrock boys by c la iming 

the  FAI  Schoo ls  Le inster  cup on February 24 t h ,  w i th a  hard- fought 2-1 

v i c to ry  over Sa les ians  Co l lege ,  Ce lbr idge .  22 years  s ince the last  v ic to ry.   

Desp i te  conced ing an ear ly  goa l ,  the team showed great  res i l ience ,  w i th  
Capta in  Geordy Lavin (6 t h  Year)  leading the  charge .  Lav in scored both  
goa ls ,  insp i r ing  h i s  team to  a  memorab le  comeback and secur ing the  

schoo l ’s  f i rs t  Le inster  Cup t i t le  s ince  2003.   

Congratu lat ions  to  the  p layers  and coach ing s ta f f  on  th is  inc redib le  
ach ievement!   

 

Fourth Year Soccer 

The TY soccer  team de l ivered a dominant performance  in  the  last  16 o f  the  

Le ins ter  Schoo ls  Cup,  secur ing an emphat ic  9 -0 v ic to ry over  Oat lands  
Co l lege .   

Capta in  Conor  O’Nei l l  led  by example ,  f ind ing the net  tw ice ,  whi le  Tom 
O’Donovan a lso  cont r ibuted a  brace .  The  remain ing goa ls  came from 

Ariston Xourafas ,  Mark O’Meara,  Sean Cox, Eoghan F lood,  and  F inn 
O’Byrne,  showcas ing the  team’s  at tack ing depth  and teamwork.   

With conf idence h igh af te r  th is  impress ive w in ,  the squad now turns i ts  

focus  to  the  quarter f ina l s ,  where  they wi l l  face  Co lá is te  Chraobh Abhann,  
K i l coo le .  Bes t  o f  luck  to  the team in  the  next  round!   

 

Team Bonding  

The senio r  soccer  team marked Pancake  

Tuesday w i th  a  team bond ing sess ion at  
luncht ime.  The lads  made pancakes  together,  

tak ing a  break from the i r  usual  rout ine  and 
enjoy ing some t ime to  re lax ahead o f  next  

week’s  A l l -I re land F ina l .   

 

 



All-Ireland Semi-Final  

Another huge mi les tone  fo r  our senio r  soccer  team, who have secured a  

p lace  in  the  FAI  Schoo ls  Dr.  Tony O ’Ne i l l  Sen io r  Nat iona l  Cup f ina l  fo l l ow ing 

a  dramat ic  penal ty  shootout  v ic tory  over St .  Eunan’s ,  Le t terkenny on March 
27th at  Or ie l  Park,  Dundalk .   

After  a tense  score less  draw through regular  and extra  t ime, the match was  

dec ided by pena l t ies .  ‘Rock he ld  the i r  nerve ,  w inning 4 -1 in  the  shootout ,  
thanks  in  la rge  par t  to  an outs tand ing per fo rmance f rom goa lkeeper Ronan 
Ffrench (6 t h  Year) ,  who made two cruc ia l  saves  to  deny St .  Eunan ’s  and 

send h is  team through to  the  f ina l .   

The f ina l  wi l l  take  p lace  on Wednesday,  Apr i l  12th ,  a t  1:00 PM in Ath lone  
Town FC, where  Rock w i l l  face  R ice  Co l lege fo r  the  nat ional  t i t le .  Bes t  o f  

luck  to  the team as  they a im to br ing home the  t rophy!   

 

 

 
 

 
   



Soccer Gallery  

 

 

    

 

           

 

            

 

            

 

 



Table Tennis    

The Tab le  Tenn is  League and Cup matches  are  in  fu l l  swing,  wi th a l l  our  

teams remain ing unbeaten at  th is  ear ly s tage o f  the  season.   

Our  Senior  A   team is  on track to  defend the i r  Le ins ter  doub le  f rom las t  

year,  secur ing dominant 6 -0 v ic to r ies  over  Cast leknock,  Gonzaga,  and 
Co lá is te  Eanna. The  Senior  B   team i s  a lso  per fo rming s trongly,  wi th w ins 

agains t  Oat lands  A ,  Oat lands  B,  and Stepas ide  ETSS.   

In the jun io r  compet i t ions ,  Junior  A   has  advanced to  the  Jun ior  Cup 
quar ter f ina ls  a f ter  a  4-0 v i c tory  over James '  S treet  CBS.   Junior  2A   have  
recorded w ins  over H igh School  and Oat lands ,  wh i le   Junior  2B   de feated 

Gonzaga,  drew wi th  Oat lands  in  the League, and c la imed v i c to ry  over St .  
T iernan’s  in  the  Cup.  Junior 2C   have  a lso  impressed, beat ing St .  Seton’s  in  

the  League and Gonzaga in  the  Cup.   

At  the  Minor  leve l ,  Minor A   secured a  League win aga inst  H igh Schoo l ,  
cont inu ing the  s trong per formances  across  a l l  d iv is ions .   

Wel l  done  to  a l l  p layers ,  and best  o f  luck in  the  upcoming matches!   

 

Lollipop Day 2025  

Lol l ipop  Day, the annua l  Oesophagea l  

Cancer Fund awareness  and fundra is ing 

campaign,  returned las t  week.  

60 Trans i t ion  Year  students  vo lunteered 

to  suppor t  the  campaign across  the  C i ty  

Centre  on Fr iday.  The i r  enthus iasm and 

commitment  to  support ing  th i s  cause  

made a  s ign i f i cant  impact  and we are  

hopefu l  the  funds ra ised w i l l  go a  long 

way in  support ing  research and prov id ing 

hope to  those  af fec ted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rock Run 2025 Launch  

The launch event  fo r  the  upcoming 

fundra iser  run was  he ld  on Tuesday 

a f te rnoon.  The  event  a imed to  ra ise  
awareness  and gather  suppor t  fo r  ‘Rock Run 
2025’  scheduled for  th is  Saturday,  8 t h  

March  ac ross  the Co l lege campus grounds .  
The fundra iser  run wi l l  suppor t  Aidl ink ,  w i th  

a l l  p roceeds  go ing towards  prov id ing qual i ty  
educat ion  to  ch i ld ren in underpr iv i leged 
areas  o f  Kenya.   

We were  honoured to  we lcome our 
d i s t ingu ished guest ,  Luke McCann .  

Luke i s  a  proud member  of  the  B lackrock 
Co l lege  C lass  o f  2016 and an e l i te  I r ish  

middle-d is tance  runner.  S ince h i s  schoo l  
days ,  Luke  has  gone on to  represent  I re land 

on the internat iona l  s tage,  compet ing in  
major  events  across Europe  such as  the  2024 
Olympics  in  Par is .  A standout  in  the 1500m, 

he has set  records  and cont inua l ly  pushed 
the  l imi ts  o f  h is  sport .  Beyond h is  

ach ievements  on the  track,  Luke  embod ies  the  va lues  o f  hard  work,  
res i l ience ,  and determinat ion—qua l i t ies  that  insp i re  a l l  o f  us  here  at  th e 

Co l lege .  

Also  present  a t  the launch event  were  our  event  sponsors,  Sherry  
F itzgerald Commercial ,  MSL Bal lsbr idge,  Nolan Coaches,  Daft . ie ,  
Explor ium, VITHIT and Peter  Mark .  Thank you k ind ly to  them for  the i r  

generos i ty,  wi thout  them th is  event  wou ld  not  be  poss ib le .  

Al l  B lackrock Co l lege  community  members  are  encouraged to  reg is ter  fo r  the 
run,  wa lk  or  jog,  vo lunteer,  o r  donate  to  the cause  

https://www.idonate. ie/fundraiser/BlackrockCol legeRockRun2025  

Al l  suppor t  i s  great ly apprec ia ted.  

 

    

 

   

https://www.idonate.ie/fundraiser/BlackrockCollegeRockRun2025


Work Experience  

T rans i t ion  Year  students  on Work 

Exper ience  las t  month . 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

TY Tours 

On Tuesday, March 4th ,  Trans i t ion  Year 

s tudents  embarked on an exc i t ing day o f  tours ,  

sp l i t t ing  in to  four  groups  to  v is i t  d i f ferent  
act iv i ty  locat ions.  

One group trave l led to  Beyond the Trees  

Avondale ,  where  they exp lo red the  t reetop 
wa lkway and took the thr i l l ing  sp i ra l  s l ide  f rom 

the  top o f  the  tower.   

Another group v is i ted  GoQuest ,  an  indoor  
cha l lenge  zone where  they worked in  teams to  
so lve  puzz les  and comple te  phys ica l  tasks .   

The th i rd  group went  to  Explor ium, a  hands -on 

sc ience  and spor ts  museum, where they 
engaged wi th  in terac t ive  exh ib i ts  and 

exper ienced the  exc i tement o f  sc ience  in  
act ion.  The  f ina l  group p layed Footee  Footgo l f,  

combin ing soccer and go l f  fo r  a  fun and compet i t ive  outdoor exper ience .  

The day was a  fantas t i c  oppor tun i ty  for  s tudents  to  bond, deve lop teamwork 
sk i l l s ,  and enjoy new exper iences .  

   

 



Junior Debating  

F ive  o f  our jun ior  debaters  qua l i f ied to  compete  in  the  oc to - f ina l s  o f  the  

UCD ‘ Jun io r  Schoo ls  Debat ing  Compet i t ion . ’  Tate  Tomkin Beddy,  S imon 

Qu inn, Ross  Murphy and Dan Hayden debated the mot ion:  ‘Th is  House  
Be l ieves  there should  be  a mandatory  re t i rement  age ’  and Dan ie l  Goss 
opposed the  mot ion:  ‘Th is  House  Prefers  independent  po l i t i c ians  to  po l i t i ca l  

part ies . ’  Tate ,  Ross,  Dan and Danie l  have  now a l l  qua l i f ied to  compete in 
the  quar ter  f ina l s  in  UCD on March 26 t h .   

Our junio r  debaters  are  compet ing aga inst  Wi l low Park  1 s t  Years  on Tuesday 

March 11 t h  oppos ing the mot ion:  ‘Th is  House Believes  That  society  today 
lacks  empathy and compassion. ’  

Last ly,  we congratu la te  the  fo l lowing debaters  who have  qual i f ied  to  

compete in  the  National MACE  on Apr i l  5 t h:  Tate  Tomkin Beddy,  Ross  
Murphy,  Dan Hayden,  Dai re  Moran and Ar lo  L iddy.  

 

UCD Ad Astra Scholarships 2024-2025 

Congratu la t ions  to  Samson Grenne l l ,  Robert  MacHale (c lass  o f  2024)  and 

Conor  Hughes  (c lass  o f  2023) (Academic)  &  Char l ie  Molony (c lass  o f  2024) ,  

Luke  O ’Regan and M ichae l  Yarr  (c lass  o f  2023) (E l i te  Spor ts)  on the i r  award 

o f  an Ad Astra Scholarship ,  a  fantas t i c  ach ievement  wh ich  re f lects  wel l  on  

them, the i r  fami l i es  and the  Co l lege .  

 

UCD Entrance Scholars Awards  

Congratu la t ions  to  Gavin  Bowen-O’Connor,  Ca l lum Dunne,  Dan ie l  Kee ley and 

Tom O'R iordan (a l l  c lass  o f  2023);  D iarmaid  Byrne ,  Rober t  Byrne ,  S imon 

Cons id ine ,  O is in  Daly,  Samson Grenne l l ,  Eo in  Healy,  Luca Kenny, Sam K i l roy,  

Rober t  MacHa le ,  C ian McAdam, Thomas O’Connor,  Conor  O’Leary  and Shane 

Van Zuydam (a l l  c lass  o f  2024) (Academic  H igh Achievers)  and Cormac 

Morr is  (c lass  o f  2024)  (Academic H igh Ach iever  and Symphony Orchestra 

Scho lar) ,  each o f  whom has been awarded a U.C.D.  Entrance Scholars 

Award .  

In congratu lat ing them on the i r  ach ievement ,  we acknowledge the  

support ive ,  encouraging and mentor ing ro le  p layed by the i r  parents,  

teachers  and peers .  



Don’t Forget – Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

 

Monday to Thursday, 10 th – 14 th of March 

Seachtain na Gaeilge  

 

Monday, 17 th of March  

Bank Holiday 

SCT Cup Final Blackrock College V  Terenure College  

 

Thursday to Monday, 20 th – 31st of March 

House Exams  

  

 


