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6 th Year Retreats    

 On the eve o f  the  retr eats ,  Saturday 

September  21 s t ,  6 t h  Year  parents/guard ians 

gathered w i th  thei r  sons  in prayer  for  a  

spec ia l  mass in the Co l lege  Chapel .  
Attendance was so la rge,  that  the 

congregat ion over f lowed into  St  Patr i ck ’s  

Corr idor.   
The  6th  Year  Retreat  Programme took p lace 

between Sunday 22nd and Tuesday  24th of  

September  at  n ine  locat ions a l l  a r ound the 

i s land of  Ir e land ,  inc lud ing Ardbraccan,  Ba lbr iggan,  Bal l intubber,  
Car l ing ford,  Cootehi l l ,  Donega l  No r th and West,  G l enda lough and Knock.   

Fr.Paddy Moran del ivered a  fantast i c  homi ly remind ing the  boys tha t  the 

Leaving Cer t  i s  “a  measure  of  thei r  work,  not  o f  thei r  wor th”.  
The retr eats  a f ford  an oppor tuni ty for  the Class  o f  2025 to quie t ly r ef lect  

and pray in  a  t ranqui l  envi ronment .  They p lay a  s ign i f i can t  ro le  in  bu i ld ing 

so l idar i ty for  the years  ahead.  They are a  r eminder  o f  our  dependence on  
God and H is  ever-present care.    

 

         

 
Environmental Awareness Week   

 The Green Schools  Committee hosted 

var ious events  dur ing Envi ronmenta l  Act ion 

Week which  took p lace f rom 23 rd  t o  28 th  
September.   Mr  Brennan  helped ins ta l l  a i r -

qua l i ty moni tors  to  improve campus a i r.    A 

l i t ter  patro l  was conducted throughout the  
week  remind ing everyone tha t  car ing for  

our  waste i s  a  shared respons ib i l i ty.  On 

Tuesday students  a ttended  a  ‘C l imate Café’  

in  the l ib rary and l i s tened to  a  sho r t  presentat ion on eth i ca l  energy  use 
and proper  waste  d i sposa l  in  exchange for  a  fa i r - t rade  hot  choco la te .  On 

Fr iday,  guest  l ecturers  Kedar  Fr i i s - Lawrence  and Char les  Carr  o f  Emera ld  

Aquaponics  Ir e land gave a  lunch t ime  ta lk in  the l ib rary and la ter  to  a l l  
TYs and s ta f f  in  the l ecture ha l l  on  aquaponics  and ver t i ca l  urban - farming 

technology.    Thank you to  Mr  Brennan and the Green  Schools  Commit tee  

for  thei r  hard  work and for  encourag ing a l l  o f  us  to  have a  more pos i t i ve 
impact  on the p lanet.     



 Commissiong of the  
 House Captains 
 The commiss ion ing o f  the House 

Capta ins took  p lace over  two days in the 

Co l lege Chapel .   3 r d ,  4 t h  and 5 t h  year  were 
commiss ioned by Mr  Madden  and Mr  

O’Nei l l  on Tuesday,  24th  September  and 

2 n d  and 6 th Year  were commiss ioned by Ms 
Cr immins and Mr  O’Nei l l  on  Wednesday,  

2nd Oc tober.  Leadersh ip  i s  about humi l i ty,  

putt ing  others  f i r s t .  I t  may be s imply a  

k ind word,  a  decent ac t ,  a  s imple gesture.  
We thank  Mr  Madden,  Mr  O ’Nei l l  and Ms Cr immins for  making th i s  happen 

and we wish the  House  Capta ins wel l .  

 

   

 

 



 
Karate Champion 
 Sam Rooney (3 r d   Year )  won  go ld  in  the U15 category at  the 

Karate In ternat iona l  HDKI Wor ld  Championships Tournament 

last  weekend in  Dub l in ( the next  Wor ld  Championships are in 
2026 in Japan).     

An incred ib le achievement for  h im and the  Ir i sh  team and  a l l  

h i s  coaches.    A testament to  the  hard work and ded icat ion tha t  
he pu t  in.    

 

 

 
 

Hope Cup Charity Regatta Fundraiser  
 On September  21st ,  B lackrock  Co l lege 

Rowing Club par t i c ipated in the annua l  
Hope Cup,  a  char i ty regat ta  hosted  by 

Stel la  Mar i s  Rowing Club,  o f fer ing  a  

var iety o f  boat  c lasses,  f rom modern 8+ to  
t rad i t iona l  sk i f fs .  The event provided ear ly 

race pract i ce  for  the  boys,  w i th  h i gh l ights  

inc lud ing a  crew of  Eo in  F i t zpatr i ck,  Hugo 

H igg ins,  and others  in  the 8+,  coxed by 
Andrew Clancy.  Wi th food  and 

refreshments  provided,  the day was a  

joyfu l  and pos i t i ve exper ience,  enjoyed by a l l  par t i c ipants.  

 
Karl Ashe Final 
On September  20 t h  the  6 t h  Year  Dayboys had an  excel len t  and keenl y 

fought contest  aga inst  the Trans i t i on Years  in  the  Kar l  Ashe f ina l  on the 

f ront  l awn,  f in i sh ing  w i th a  s core o f  2 -7 to  1-3.  The TY 's  were superb,  and 

6 t h  years were  del ighted to  come away wi th the w in.  In  the presenta t ion 

a fterwards,  6 t h  Year  Capta in James  Neary,  spoke superb ly as we 
remembered Kar l  on h i s  15 t h  anniversary.  A huge wel l  done to  a l l  invo lved!  

                  

         
 

 



U19A Basketball League Competition    
 The U19 basketba l l  t eam secured  a  48 -43 v i c tory  aga inst  Co lá i s te Eo in in  

the second round o f  the  league,  desp i te two p layers  being out  due  to  

in jury.  Vi ce-capta in Sam Cur ley  (6 th Year)  led  the of fence,  scor ing an 
impress ive 33 po ints ,  inc lud ing three consecut ive three -po in ters .  Str ong 

teamwork a l lowed 'Rock to  dominate the  f i r s t  quar ter,  w i th a  30 -25 l ead 

by ha l f t ime.  The de fence,  led  by C ian Cooper  (5t h Year) ,  p layed a  cruc ia l  
ro le in  mainta in ing the  lead,  whi le  Jack O ’Connel l  (5th  Year)  kept  the team 

composed wi th smart  pass ing and  key shots.  Coaches  and p layers  look 

forward to  thei r  nex t  match  aga inst  S t .  Andrew’s .  

 
St. Andrew’s - U19A League Competition  

The U19 B lackrock basketba l l  team faced a  cha l leng ing match  aga inst  S t .  

Andrew’s ,  resu l t ing  in  a  71 -42  defeat .  Desp i te an ear ly s trugg le,  'Rock 
fought back,  espec ia l l y  in  the  th i r d  quar ter  w i th s tandout  p lays f rom Cian 

Cooper  and a  s trong of fens ive push led  by  Sam Cur ley,  who  scored 33 

po ints .  Cur ley ’s  l eadersh ip  a longs ide capta in Aaron  O ’Ha l loran was cruc ia l  
in  narrowing the  score  to  46 -38 be fore St .  Andrew’s  pul led  away.  Though 

the game ended in  defeat ,  the  team show ed res i l i ence  and determinat ion.  

They now prepare for  the A Cup  Compet i t ion aga inst  Co lá i s te É inde.  

Thanks  to  coaches  Luke  Brophy,  Er i c  Brandt,  Ma i t iu  Heckmann,  Mr.  
Somervi l l e,  and Ms.  F i tzs imons.  

 

U16A Basketball League Competition  

B l ackrock’s  U16 basketba l l  t eam faced a  wel l -organised St.  Andrew’s  s ide,  

fa l l i ng  66-30 in thei r  l eague matchup.  Desp i te the loss,  capta in Peter  
G i l l i gan and v i ce-capta in Dani e l  Chambers each scored 8  po ints ,  w i th 

notab le con tr ibut ions f rom Tom O'Br ien and Adr ian Ho.  The team 

demonstrated strong defens ive  communicat ion and con t inues to  improve 
as they move forward in the  compet i t ion.  Thei r  next  game i s  aga inst  

Gonzaga.  Spec ia l  thanks to  coaches Luke Brophy,  Er i c  Brandt,  Ma i t iu  

Heckmann,  Mr.  Somervi l l e,  and M s.  F i tz s imons.  

 
Sailing Regatta  
 

      

      
 

 



Cross Country  
 B l ackrock’s  Junior,  Intermediate,  and Senior  Cross  Country teams 

excel led  a t  the B lackrock Cross  Country Relays on  September  18th,  2024,  

compet ing aga inst  420  students  f r om 18 schoo ls .  The 2nd  Year  team, 
inc lud ing Ronan McDonagh and Ci l l i an Conol ly,  earned a  s i l ver  meda l ,  

narrowly behind Cast l eknock.  The  3rd/4th Year  team won  thei r  race w i th a  

dec i s ive run  from James Foo t,  whi l e the Senior  5th/6th Year  team, led  by 
Char l i e Whi te  and  Wi l l  Co l l ins ,  hel d  thei r  l ead from the second leg,  

secur ing f i r s t  p lace in  thei r  re lay.  

 

  
 

 
Percy Jackson Book Display    
 Each term Ms  A.  Di l l on and the  l ib rary 

committee  create a  book d i sp lay a t  the 
f ront  o f  the l ib rary.   Th is  term’s  theme was 

Percy Jackson and the  L ightening Thief  by 

R ick R iordan.   

 

 
 
 
Dragons’ Den: Mentoring Session 1  
 The f i r s t  Dragons ’  Den  mentor ing  sess ion  for  Trans i t ion Year  s tudents  

took p lace  on Tuesday 24 t h  September  2024.  Students  were  provided w i th 

an oppor tuni ty to  p i tch  thei r  in i t i a l  bus iness  idea,  product  or  serv i ce to  a  

Dragon.  Based on  the idea and  potent ia l  for  growth,  the Dragons provided 
feedback  to  the students,  which they w i l l  have the  oppor tuni t y  to  act ion 

pr ior  to  thei r  next  mentor ing sess i on in 2  weeks.  There was a  great  l evel  

o f  determinat ion and en thus iasm amongst  the boys.  We are very gratefu l  

to  MFO Proper ty  Profess iona ls  for  sp onsor ing the event.  
  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Don’t Forget – Mark Your Calendars!  
 

 
 
Wellbeing Week 
Monday to  Fr iday,  October  7 t h-11 t h   

 
 

Eucharist ic  Adoration  

Monday to  Fr iday,  October  7 t h-11 t h   
 

 

Matthew 25 Programme 3 (T.Y.)  

Monday to  Fr iday,  October  7 t h-18 t h   
 

 

Swimming Gala       
Tuesday,  October  8 t h   

 

 
Literacy Day  

Thursday,  October  10 t h   

 

 
Jersey Day  

Fr iday,  Oc tober  11 t h   

 
 

Maths Week  

Monday to  Fr iday,  October  14 t h  to  18 t h    

 
 

Oide – Whole School  Training Day (Class Suspended)  

Tuesday,  October  15 t h   
 


