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Blackrock College

Mobile/ Smartphone Policy

Review dates
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BOM October 2022 Final




Blackrock College recognises that mobile phones are now an integral part of young people’s culture and
way of life and can have considerable value when used appropriately. However, we are also cognisant that
phones can be a distraction, can hinder communication and socialisation and can add to anxiety and stress
levels among the boys.

The aim of this policy is to protect the well-being of all within the College community. This policy should be
read in conjunction with the following policies:

Code of Behaviour

Anti-Bullying Policy

Acceptable Use Policy (students)

Social Media Policy.

e Blackrock College is a mobile/smartphone-free zone during the school day.

* During period 1, students will be asked to place their phone in the Yondr pouch and it will remain
there until 3.45pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and 12.50pm on Wednesdays.

e In 2", 3 and 4" year the sanction for not having the smartphone in the Yondr pouch during the
school day is confiscation of the smartphone for one week. Repeat offenders may be suspended.

e In 5™ and 6™ year the sanction for the first offence is confiscation of the phone for 24 hours,
escalating to a week thereafter. Repeat offenders may be suspended.

e |f a student needs to leave school early, with the written permission of their parent/guardian, the
relevant Dean or one of the Deputy Principals may release their phone from the Yondr pouch.

This policy has been ratified by the Board of Management on 18" October 2022 and will be reviewed
annually.
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