aBlackrock College Parents Association Tech Committee 
Meeting 28.3.22
Minutes (draft)

Present:  Peter Cross (Chairman), Jonathan Lowey (2nd year), Shay Clancy (4th), Gareth Connellan (5th), Ciara Byrnes (5th), John Brophy (6th).

Apologies: Ursula Innes (2nd), Susan Crowley (3rd, Content Officer), John Tracey (4th),


1. Minutes 

It was noted that the minutes of the 31.1.22 meeting had been previously approved and uploaded to the website.

2. Report of the Chairman
PC reported on the proceedings of the College ICT Committee on 9.2.22.
He reported that the College had agreed to set up a parent information evening for Wriggle to discuss the experience of operating the Student Devices for the past year.  It was agreed that the year committees should encourage parent participation. 
It was noted that only 24 repair tickets had been reported in the year-to-date.
It was noted that the College had conducted a survey of parents’ views of the Devices, and that the results would be available soon.
In light of the cost of the Devices, it was felt that the College should plan to facilitate a market in used Devices after next year, when and if pupils leaving 6th year no longer want to keep their Devices.
It was agreed that JL would inform the 2nd year committee that digital champions are being sought from that year.  Action JL.
PC reported that he would be attending the Parents Council on 4.2.22.
3. Report of the Content Officer

In the absence of SC, PC reported that SC is planning to work with Elizabeth Roughneen of the College staff in order to improve the speed and usability of the Parent section of the College website.  Action: SC.
4.  Input from Parents
It was noted that there would be a presentation at Council in respect of the College’s new Strategic Plan.  It was suggested that the Plan authors might consider including an approach to Diversity & Inclusiveness, and it was recognised that the online behaviours of the pupils should reflect an awareness of D&I.  Action:  PC to mention at Council.  
It was suggested again that the College might encourage all year Deans to communicate more with parents by way of Edulink, for example in order to inform parents of new season sports or other EC activities, and other opportunities for the boys to get involved.
A query had been received from a parent as to whether the College had any ability monitor the boys’ activity on their Devices when at home.
 
5. AOB

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Committee would be held in Gleesons.  

6. Future Tech Committee meeting schedule (unchanged):

6. Monday 2.5.22 (Gleesons)




Signed -------------------------------
Peter Cross, Chairman

