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Message from the Director of
Boarding

Christmas is that most cherished of
holidays for so many of us across the
world ; a time of celebration with fam-
ily and friends; a season immersed with
feelings of joy, friendship, charity and goodwill. We hold in our hearts warm memories
of Christmases gone by and of time spent with loved ones.

Christmas, of course, starts with Christ.We keep in our thoughts those who are sep-
arated from their families during the holidays. We are grateful for those who serve
their communities during the festive period.We offer prayers for those alone, strug-
gling, or ill during this Christmas Season. Charles Dickenson aptly describes Christmas
as the time that can win us back to the delusions of our childhood days, recall to the
old man the pleasures of his youth, and transport the traveller back to his own fire-
side and quiet home!

At Christmas time, we are encouraged to “‘be grateful”’.As one of the core values here
at Blackrock College and in the Castle, we believe that gratitude is part of our char-
acter.We have a lot to be grateful for. Personally, | am most grateful for the time, ener-
gy and effort | witness the boys dedicate to each other on a daily basis. This is what
makes the Castle special. During the opening term we have seen our boys excel aca-
demically , in the sporting and musical arenas, partaking in new challenges and mas-
tering old ones. In every adversity, we have managed to find opportunity. | think that
hope speaks to the spirit of the season.

“T’'was the night before Christmas, when all through the house, not a creature was stirring,
not even a mouse.” — Clement Clarke Moore

As we draw ever closer to the holidays, | can assure that the famous line from The Night
before Christmas does not hold any truth in the Castle. Both students and staff busy
preparing for the examination period and hopefully enjoying themselves along the
way. Christmas is a time for family, food and fellowship. | wish you nothing but the very
best of what the season has to offer. Happy Christmas.

Mr.Tiernan Mealiffe

Director of Boarding
Mr. Joseph Keena

Upcoming Events:

ET-H Event:
I Ith of December Boarders’ Carol Service
14th of December Boarders’ Christmas Dinner

13th to the 2Ist of December Christmas Examinations
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